
Although complete grade separation is the ideal solution, the 
large number of existing crossings makes this unrealistic. 
Existing safety features – including warning signs, pavement 
markings, flashing red lights, bells and gates – vary from 
location to location, often depending on the traffic volume at a 
particular intersection.  

Major efforts dedicated to 
eliminating accidents at rail-
highway crossings include: 

NCDOT – 
The NCDOT Rail Division 
is working with communities 
across the state to make rail-high-
way crossings safer by installing 
new traffic-control devices such as 
four-quadrant gates and median barriers, closing and consolidat-
ing crossings, and completely separating dangerous intersections 
by constructing bridges over and under railroad tracks. 
 www.bytrain.org 

Operation Lifesaver® – a non-profit, 
mostly volunteer organization dedicated to 
improving grade crossing safety awareness 
and accident prevention through education 

and advocacy. Based in Alexandria, VA, this organization is 
active in all states except Hawaii. In the Carolinas, Operation 
Lifesaver is sponsored by CSXT, NS, SCDOT, Amtrak and 
NCDOT.    
www.oli.org

South Carolina Department of Transportation

Median barriers are just one of 
many highway grade crossing 
improvements being implemented 
in the Sealed Corridors program.
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